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SOUND AN ALARM, &c. 


My FziLow CounTiYMEN, 


THE word Patria, in its proper application, 
denotes a love for our country, uncorrupted by 
cred word before me, I now write ; upon the idea, 
that in a ſeaſon of general danger, no good citi- 
zen ſhould withhold his affiſtance from the pub- 
lic. When the enemy are at our gates, it is not 
a time for any man to fit with his hands before 
him. He that cannot fight for his county, may 
pray for it, or write for it. And when, as Chriſt- 
ians, we conſider, that the battle is not to the 


frong, but that it is that Being, who ruleth in 
| _ 


SS 


all the kingdoms of the earth, who can alone ſet 
at noughr the devices of our adverſanes; it is 
concluded, that the affiftance of the contem- 
plative man will not, on the preſent occaſion, be 
deſpiſed. In that character I addreſs you. And 
to prevent ill-founded prejudice from leſſening 
the efe&t which might otherwiſe be produced 
upon your minds, I ſet out, as my worthy pre- 
deceffors in this way of writing, the Author of 
« Reform or Ruin,” and the Biſhop of Landaff 
dence of my fituation, and the ſincerity of my in- 
tennon. 


I can fay with the former, that I have neither 
place nor penſion: that I never was at Court, and 
it is probable, ſhall never go there: That I 
neither know the Minifters, nor thoſe who oppoſe 
them, —perfonally I mean: for in that ſenſe, my 
only acquaintance with them is from their reſem- 
lance to their heads in the Print-ſhops. I can- 
not, indeed, fay with the latter, © That I am 
either the friend nor enemy of any party in the 
ate. Tn the critical times in which we live, 
ſuch a declaration conveys to my mind a ſenſe of 
political indifference, which, thank God, I do 


not feel. At the fame time therefore, that I give 
the Biſhop credit for many parts of his addreſs, 
and truſt they will be productive of the defired 
1 Tel 
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effef, I muſt nevertheleſs declare myſelf to be a 
friend to that Party, whoſe object appears to be 
the preſervation of the Conſtitution of my coun- 
wy. Such I underftand, to be the profeſſed ob- 
| je@& of our preſent Governors. It is. true, 1 
may be miſtaken; for I pretend not to be a 
Politician. But it has been ever my. rule to give 
men credit for what they profeſs, when there are 
no appearances ſufficiently ftrang to juſtify a con- 
wary concluſion. r 
for * Charity thinketh no evil.” 


Much indeed has been ſaid, from time to time, 
of the virtues and abilities of Mr. Fox, I cannot 
fay, that I ever heard any thing either of that 
Gentleman's religion, or of his morality. And 
with reſpect to his abilities, great as they are, 
they appear to me to be of a kind not abſolutely 
neceſſary to the falvation of this country. Sir 
George Saville's opinion of this Gentleman was, 
* that he was by no means a man of bad princi- 
ples, nor was he indeed a man of good princi- 
ples ; but a man of no principles at all; a man 
who by his education had been brought up as a 
Debater, to take any fide of a queſtion, and to 
have no real opinion about it; in fat, to be an 
advocate and not a judge: to raiſe doubts, and to 
attack opinions 1 without —_ any decided xd one 
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of is own ; 8 man abounding in cloquence, rather 
than in wiſdom.” 


1 pretend not to judge in this caſe: Mr. 


Erſkine may; and in conſequence think fit to 
place this Champion of Liberty, as he is called by 


the 2000 choice ſpirits who rally round his ſtand- 


ard at the Crown and Anchor, at the head of that 
ruin. But it muſt be eloquence more powerful 
than that of Mr. Erſkine, whatever weight it may 
have with others, which will convince me, that 
the man who has not managed his own private 
affairs with prudence, is the moſt proper man 


to be entruſted with thoſe of the public : This 


country, if it be to be faved at all, will not be 
faved by noify declaimers, whoſe chief object 
| ems to be the drawing the multitude at their 


1 
of public men are oſt- times ſer in motion. It 
may be as well for the credit of fome, perhaps 
thar it is not. But a plain man may judge of plain 
fats; and fo far as thoſe facts ſpeak, he can run 
letle riſk in forming fome judgement of the 


performed there; I have no doubt in my mind 
with reſpeft to the politics of this gentleman. 
If he has adopted the motto, © aut Cefar aut 
underſtanding of my countrymen, I tranſlate hy 
the vulgar phraſe of * Neck or nothing.” I muſt 

_ confeſs 


161 
conſeſs that I ſee reaſon with the late celebrated 


Mr. Burke, who knew this gentleman better than 
I do, to be afraid of him. 


His Grace of Norfolk, I underſtand, has al- 
ready choſen a netv ſovereign ; and has held out 
the Revolution in America as a pattern for imi- 
ration; the idea, I preſume, meant to be con- 
veyed to the choſen band afſembled at the Crown 
and Anchor, With an abundance of berechtary 
nobility poſſeſſed by his Grace, I fear that much 
hereditary wiſdom has not been handed down to 
true fountain of honour, to have paid his court 
to the Majeſty of the People; and exchanged 
the levees at St. James's, for thoſe at any other 
places of more popular rendezvous. Bur if the 
noble Duke has 2 vulgar taſte, I have no right 
to quarrel with him on that account. It was 
born with him perhaps; and on that conſider- 
ation his Grace is to be pitied. The circum- 
ſtance furniſhes only one proof among many, 
that exalted dignities and exalted minds do nat 
always accompany each other. I can have no 
objeftion to his Grace taking Mefirs. Tooke and 
Thelwall, perſons who have been tried for high 


* This refers to the toaſt given by his Grace, at the An- = 


niverſary of Mr. Fox's Birth-day, at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern.—Vide the account in the Public Papers. 


treaſon, 


12 1 
treaſon, for his companions. I would only whif- 


per in his car, that when he has ſerved their 


purpoſe, they will laugh at him for his folly ; and 
by way of reward for his" ſervice, in a parexyſm 
of Yemiocratic zral, may perhaps pride them- 
ſelves in trampling his bluſhing honours in the 
mire. And upon the ſuppoſition that we are to 
be revolutionized, ſhould his Grace ſurvive the 
wreck of his princely fortune, and be permined 
to float upon the ſurface of thoſe troubled waters, 
which ſhall in foch caſe deluge the fair face of 


in the old Oliverian fiyle, when the mace of 


ſenatorial dignity quietly diſappeared before an 
armed foldiery at the door. 


* The Duke of Norfolk is hereditary Eart Marſhal of 


His 
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His Grace will, I truſt, turn this fubjeRt in 
bis thoughts ; and when he has digeſted it, he 
will do a friendly act in communicating the re- 
ſult of bis refleftions to his brother of Bedford, 
But let him take a convenient ſeaſon for the pur- 
poſe, after his Grace has paid up all his taxes, 
leſt he ſhould be in too diſcompoſed a mood to 
give attention to the lefſbn. His Grace of Bed- 
ford indeed, and I congratulate him upon the 
circumſtance, has now an opportunity of making 
amends for all former * defalcations, by coming 
down with a handſome ſubſcription toward the 
public exigencies. And ſhould he be called upon 
tao furniſh forme needy friends with a few rquleaux 
for the purpoſe, he will have the fatisfaftion to 
think that they might have been furniſhed upon a 
lefs honourable occaſion. 


But his Grace of Norfolk, it now ſeems, has been 

ed. The object which he had in view was to point 
out the probability of obtaining a Reform in Par- 
liament in a f Confitutional way ; and in order to 


His Grace of Bedford, the public prints have informed 
us, has paid a farcharge for omitting to return 25 of his 
ſervants. 


+ See-in the public papers Mr. Fox's apology for the 
Duke of Norfolk, delivered at the Whig Club. 
illuſtrate 
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illuſtrate his poſition, he alludes to a ſucteſaſul 
event brought about by a very contrary proceſs ; 
even by a forcible refiſtance of the Government 
of his Country. Alluſions are generally made uſe 
of to explain more clearly the meaning of the 
party who adopts them. Burt in his Grace's lan- 
guage, they are to be underſtood as it were per 
E 
to be determined by their zon-reſemblance to the 
ſudject, which they are brought to illuſtrate. Bur 
I have too much reſpett for dignitics, to wiſh '® | 
diſpute the point with bis Grace ; I ſhall leave 
him therefore in quiet poſſeſſion of his chair at the 
SC Te 
language is clearly underſtood. 


Nor do I wiſh to have much more to fag ts his 

Champion. That Gentleman, I fear, has cn 
mitted himſelf too far to recede. The condutt of | 
ſuch a Politician therefore is not to be argued 
againſt, ſo much as to be watched and reliſted. 
His odject, if I am not miſtaken in it, is under the 
fair plea of reform, to throw an additional weight 
into the popular ſcale of our Government, by 
which that well-balanced authority, which now 
conſtitures the ſecurity and perfeftion of our Con- 
ſtitution, will be deſtroyed. For this change in 
our political fyſtem, this Gentleman feems to be 
22 a „ 
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4 


( w ) 
>}, ages Joffogp roche 
Revolution proceeded ; by us to under- 


ſtand that our Monarchy is not ſo much an bere- 
ditary as an clave one. But this Gentleman can - 


not be fo compleatly ignorant of the Conſtitution 
of his country, and of what paſſed at the Revolu- 
tion, as not to know that the convention, of which 
he boaſts, no more repreſented, in the idea of 
thoſe who compoſed it, the Sovereignty of the 
people in 1688, than do the 2000 affembled under 
his, direction at the Crown and Anchor ſpeak, 
thank. God, the ſentiments of the people in 2798. 
That doctrine, which this Gentleman is pleaſed 
to conſder as conſtituting the baſis of the Engliſh 
Government, is not even the old Vi Doctrine: 
but a doctrine of a fpurious breed, which has of 
| late years grown out of it; by the propagation of 
which the Revolution, inftead of being what it 
was intended to be, the ſource of legal hereditary | 
ſucceſſion, may become the parent of endleſs na- 
2 — 


But the people of Eagind are wiker in their 
generation. 'They do not feel flattered with a 
prerogative, which cannot be exerciſed but at the 
expence of that ſecurity, which they enjoy under 
a ſetiled Government. They know nothing of 
the doctrine of elated Monarchs, and wiſh to con- 
tiave ſtrangers to that modern political abſurdity, 


188 
' which derives the King's tide to his dena from 


the Sovereignty of the people. 
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vernment in Utopia, he may make what flatute 
books he pleaſes ; but Engliſhmen, who know and 
value the Conſtitution of their country, do nat 
. eee 
Poblicanized than it 1s. 


| Indeed, ſhould this popular doftrine be ad- 
mined, it js high time for a certain great Perſon- 
age to look ſharp about him. For whilſt thoſe 
who call themſelves Patriots, take licence to ſay 
what they pleaſe, there may be 2 danger of an old 
_ diſtinftion of a King de jure, and a King de fang, 
(that is, of a rightful King, and an actual one, 
though *raken in 3 different ſenſe from chat in 
which this diſtinction was heretofore uſed), being 
revived among us: and George the 3d, by the 
grace of God (I truſt there may be yet no danger 
in applying that awful word to this ſubjet), may 
be conſtrained to fic in empty and inefficient ma- 
Jeſty in his palace, whilſt ſome noiſy demagogue 
in the plenitude of executive authority, and with 
more than imperial dignity, ſhall be enthroned 
vpon the ſhoulders of a giddy, ignorant and en- 
flaved people. 


But Engliſhmen will not, 1 truſt, ſuſfer them- 
e 
derſtanding. They have long experienced 
n 


n principle, hoveyer defeftive in judgment, I 


+ 
* . 
x . 
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and what to loſe, by becoming inſtruments in 
— 
men. 


Every rank in ſociety is called upon to take this 
ſudject into conſideration ; more particularly that 


numerous ene, which is moſt apt to be impoſed 


upon by founds, I mean the great body of the 
people; who, becauſe they are honeſt themſelves, 
and feel what true patriotiſm means, are leaſt diſ- 
poſed to ſuſpect thaſe, who make uſe of the word 
chiefly as a cloak 30 diſguiſe dangerous deſigns. 
But whilſt I am engaged in guarding my country- 
men againſt that licentious and unconſtitutional 
language, which is now fo frequently made uſe 
of, I at the ſame time feel to think with 
Bp. Watſon, that the moſt reſpettable of thoſe 


who ſo loudly clamour againſt Government. ſtill 


mean well to their country. However miſlaken 


can never think ſo meanly of them, as to ſuppoſe 
that they would wiſh to carry on any plan, for the 
a 
off * French Direftory, | 


At 
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At the ſame time I fay, becauſe I know, that 
there is a dark, ſectarian, republican fpirit now 
working in this country, like a mole unſeen, whoſe 
object ir is ſo to undermine the ground upon which 
the Conſtitution ſtands, that in the fulneſs of time 
it may fink into utter ruin; a fpirit of the true old 
Oliverian ſtamp, which would *cruple not to make 
uſe of any means, whether 2 
Alas! alas! poor Old England ; the pride and 

envy of this weſtern world What from thy 
Duacks in Divinity, and thy Duacks in Palitics, 
who agree preciſely in one point, that of ſpeaking 
evil of dignities, and affecting to be wiſe above 
what is written, it is to be feared, if the fons of 
Conſtitutional Freedom, the true lovers of Reli- 
gion, Order and Government, do not ſtand firm 
valour of the Joyal, and the wiſdom of the wiſe, 
defend us from an event, which will leave to En- 


gliſhmen nothing, in this world, worth preſerving. 


Sorry I am that ſome recent circumſtances have 
defign. I will immediately return to it, again re- 


minding you, as has been already obſerved, that 
= 


work at home. We may in ſuch cafe hope to fee 
better days. The ſpirit of Chriſtianity being re- 
vived among us, the general tone 'of morals in 
the community will be raifed ; and we ſhall no 
loager be that corrupt and unprincipled people 
which we are at preſent. 


But I fear 10 enlarge upon this important fub- 
ject, becauſe it has been already handled in a late 
excellent pamphlet ®, which every man would do 
well to read. The fubject of Reform is mention- 
ed only, becauſe a reſolution to carry it into effect 


* = Reform os Ruin, by Juo. Bowker, Bip. 
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conſtitutes the ground-work, upon which all hope 
of ſucceſs in our preſent national exertions muſt 
and the mighty man put forth his valour, but it is 
upon the exertions of the Clergy, that the falva- 
tion of this country muſt chiefly depend. If the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity can be revived, the 
Church will ſtill be ſuffered to remain among us; 
and together with it, the moſt aſſured protection of 
that Divine Being who is the head of it. In fuch 
caſe, our enemies will fall before us ; and dropping 
their preſent inful-ing language, will in ſhame and 
confuſion, be conſtrained to acknowledge, that 
«© This great nation is a wiſe and underſtanding 
proagen” 


But as God, generally ſpeaking, effects his de- 
ſigns by the inftrumentality of human means ; it 
becomes Engliſhmen, at the ſame time that they 
are looking up to that Divine Being for the ſuc- 
ceſs of their undertakings, ftrenuouſly to make 
uſe of thoſe means with which they are furniſhed, 
and which, under Heaven, are alone calculated 
to enfure it. As Engliſhmen, we poſſeſs that na- 
tional dignity of character, that will not ſuffer us to 
ſtoop to the yoke of ſlavery. A proud, a cruel, an 
infulting foe is now preparing to put it on our - 
necks. If we will ramely ſubmit to it, the ſpirit 
of our forefathers muſt indeed be departed from 
us. 


[ 7] 
us; we have but to lift up our arm, and this 


haughty foe will retire from the blow, becauſe he 
has often experienced the force of it to be irre- 
ſiſtible. 


The objet which I have in view therefore 
upon this occaſion, is not to divide the fpirit of 
the nation between this party and. that party ; be- 
tween Miniſters and their opponents; but to call 
forth and concentrate rhe vigour and energy of 
We are all now embarked in one bottom. All 
who love their country muſt, in the actual ſtate 
of it, unite in ſentiment. We have to deal with 
an enemy who will give no peace ; and whoſe ob- 
ject in continuing the war confeſſedly is the utter 
annihilation of the political importance of this 
country. Their purpoſe has been openly and re- 
peatedly declared. They are now preparing means 
to carry it into effeft. Intoxicated with ſucceſs, 
nothing will fatisfy the ambition of this aſpiring 
foe, but to realize the vain dream of Louis the 
XIVth. by making the French nation the uni- 
verſal governor of Europe. The balance, which 
heretofore poiſed the different continental Inter- 
elts, is deſtroyed. The five arbitrary kings of 
the Directory, in the plenitude of deſpotie autho- 
rity, now fend out their imperial mandates to all 
furrounding ſtates; and to compleat their tri- 
D umph, 
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umph, Old England, hitherto the terror of the 
French nation, muſt ſorſooth be humbled at their 
feet. 


The queſtion, my Countrymen, is not now 
who ſhall adminiſter the affairs of Government, 
but whether we ſhall have any Government at all: 
In a word, whether we ſhall any longer exiſt as 
an independent nation---To prepare you, there- 
fore, to weigh in a proper ſcale the cauſe which 
tion, I ſhall briefly point out to you the character 
and defign of the enemy we have to deal with, 
together with the importance of the object which 
every Engliſhman has at ſtake. 


It may not be generally known to my Country- 
men, thoſe I mean to whom I am particularly 
_ addrefling myſelf, that the enemy which now 
threatens our coaſt, commenced the mad career 
in which they are engaged, with the ſettled de- 
fign of deſtroying all Religion and all Govern- 
ments in the world. A few vain ſelf-ſufficient 
there was no more effeftual way to immortalize 
their names, than by projecting a regular and ſyſ- 
tematic plan for the abolition of every thing, 
which, by the beſt informed reaſon, had been hi- 
therto held facred in fociety. It is not to be won- 


L 19 J 


dered at then, that a nation, which openly pulled 
down the altars of their God, profaned his tem - 
ples, and groſaly vilified the Divine Author of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhould be prepared for the 
commiſſion of every enormity which can mark the 
character of fallen man. The conſequence has 
been that a nation, heretofore diſtinguiſhed as one 
of the moſt civilized, is now become the moſt 
murder and devaſtation, have uniformly marked 
their fatal progreſs. To demoliſh every exiſting 
eſtabliſhment, to annihilate order, to diſorganize 
ſociety, to break afunder every bond of civil con- 
nection, te deſtroy all property in every country 
into which their deſtructive arms and baneful 
doftrines have been carried, and to impoſe their 
own arbitrary yoke upon every people, that has not 
had wiſdom or reſolution to refiſt them; ſuch has 
been the work in which theſe deliverers of man- 
kind, as they call themſclves, have been fome 
time engaged. Under pretence of giving liberty, 
they have proſeſſedly adopted a ſyſtem calculated 
to reduce the nations of the earth to a more de- 
plorable ſtate of ſlavery, — 
nenced in the world. 


| It has been the will of Divine Providence that 
they have hitherto ſucceeded. We bow in fub- 
miſſion to the diſpenſation of an all-wiſe Being. 

D 2 We 
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We know that the wind and ſtorm fulfill his word, 
And we know, moreover, to our comfort, that 
nz who ftilleth the noiſe of the waves, can, when 
nz pleaſes, ſtill alfo the madneſs of the people. 
We truſt that the ſtorm, which has been long 
if it be permitted to reach our coaſt, will there 
ſpend its fury. 


But to this purpoſe, my Countrymen, we muſt 
theſe ſons of anarchy have in view, mult therefore, 
be conſtantly before our eyes. We mult prepare 
to meet thoſe, whoſe object it is, after having 
trampled under foot our Religion and our Conſti- 
tution, to plunder and defolate our country.— 
This inſidious foe will come to ws, as he has to 
others, with fair words and fine ſpeeches ; be- 
cauſe he knows he muſt deceive before he can 
conquer us. With this view, the hacknied french 
terms of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity and the 
Rights of Man, will be founded in our ears; 
terms which, when tranſlated into practice, mean 
Tyranny, Deſolation, Plunder and Confufion.— 
Should theſe deceivers be permitted to land upon 
our coaſt, planting the tree of liberty, will con- 
and ſhould Engliſhmen be fooliſh enough, or 
wicked enough to join in their blaſphemous ſongs 

. around 
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around it, their kind deliverers will give them an 
immediate ſpecimen of their fraternizing ſyſtem, 
by plunging a bayonet into their breaſts, and 
proceeding in the new French mode of civiliza- 
tion, to the plunder of houſes, and the violation 
of wives and daughters. Whilſt their great and 
principal object will be, the compleat ruin of a 
country, which they have never yet been able to 
conquer. 


expect better treatment than the nations which 
have already been fools enough to call in their 
friendly aid ? Know, my fellow Countrymen, that 
for you the bittereſt draught of this republican 
cup is reſerved : and ſhould you permit it to be 
once put to your lips, depend upon it, you will 
be forced to drink it to the dregs. Should it be 
poſſible, after what you have heard, that you can 
have the leaſt doubt upon your minds with re- 
ſped to the nature of French Liberty—look into 
thoſe Countries, where the French theory has been 
reduced to practice. 


It may be only neceſſary to point out to you 
what has been done at Venice: Theſe propaga- 
tors of French Liberty, which in the blaſphemous 
language of modern Whigs, © is in its bleff re- 
dieming cauſe to unchain the Sons of. Freedom in 

a this 


not in a condition to ſtop their importunate 
craving. To ward off therefore the conſe- 
quences attendant upon the unſatisfied demands 
of a licentious foldiery, they are ſent as it were 
upon a forlorn hope. From the Piſgah of the 


* Language uſed at the lat Whig Club. See Public 


Papers. 
Directory, 
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Directory, this country is pointed out to them 
as the promiſed land, which is to furniſh the re- 
ward of all their toils. Should they gain a foot- 
ing in it, we know what we have to expect. Like 
an arny of devouring locuſts, they will leave no 
green thing behind them; nor will they quit the 
land, till it ſhall be reduced to that ſtate of barren- 
neſs, as to require many a long and favourable fea- 
fon to reſtore it to cultivation. To ſpeak without 
a figure, their object will be fo completely to de- 
folate this country, that it ſhall not be leſt in a 
condition ever to riſe again to its preſent ex- 
alted ſtate of national proſperity, and political 
conſequence in Europe. With this view, in 
will carry away our ſhips, or deſtroy them in our 
harbours. And to prevent us from recovering 
vs by fair fighting, they will do, perhaps, as 
they have done in Flanders; they will cut down 
every oak tree in our iſland and tranſport it to 
France ; becauſe they feel that Engliſh Heart 
of Oak, under the management of Engliſh 
Sailors, conſtitutes that firm bulwark of our na- 
proud defiance. Conſidering, moreover, that 
this nation is an hive of bees, induſtriouſſy em- 
ployed in gathering fweces from every corner 

of 


carried; but, alas! how far the fruits of it may 
be permitted to be enjoyed. 


In this condition of things, when our com- 
merce is impeded, and the enterprize of our 
merchants checked, our manufactures muſt of 
courſe experience a proportionate decline. Un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, the whole ſcale of life 
will be lowered among us; and thoſe who, 
though comparatively poor, yet can with induſ- 
try, in conſequence of an extended commerce, 
maintain their families in comfort, muſt become 
poorer; and every man in his fituation be con- 
tent to bear his ſhare of that general calamity, 
with which this boaſted progreſs of French free- 
dom ſhall have over-whelmed this country. 


Having 


{ 2s ] 

Having thus pointed out th you the character 
and deſign of the enemy whom we have to deal 
have at ftake, I proceed to ſay a ſhort word on 
our preſent actual condition; that you may not 
be tempted to throw away realities, in fooliſhly 
catching after ſhadows.— 7 was well, Troculd be 
better, I tcok phyſic, and died.” —Let Engliſh- 


Theoretical perſection is ofttimes but the pre- 
lude to practical oppreſſion. We are in actual 
poſſeſſion of the beſt religion and beſt Govern- 
ment in the world. Theſe incftimable bleſſings 
are to be continued to us only by firmneſs, tem- 
perance and perſeverance in the Conftitution 
ſacred and civil which zow is. Be it obſerved, 
moreover, that the ſtability of our Conſtitution is 
the only ſtability of all property, public and 


We object not to Reform, conſidered as ſuch ; 
but we object, ſtrongly object, to thoſe who would 
undertake it. When by the word more is meant 
than meets the ear, every wiſe man will be upon 
his guard againſt it. We feel ourſelves well as 
we are. Thus circumſtanced, it would be a 
ſpecies of madneſs to put our Conſtitution under 
a ſevere regimen, the effect of which we cannot 

E fore- 
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foreſee, and may live only to lament. Let theſe 


would-be-reformers but leave us in quiet poſ- 
ſeflion of the choice fruit of our forefathers” 
wiſdom, and we will not envy them their full re- 
paſt upon the dry huſks of modern freedom in 
France. | 


The pure doctrine of the Goſpel is no where to 
be found in a more perſect ſtate than among us, 
The law of the land is, what it ought to be, no 
reſpefter of perſons. The houſe of the poor 
man is as much his caſtle, as the more ſtately 
edifice of the rich man is his. Neither tyranny 
nor oppreſſion can with juſtice be complained of 
in 2 country, where the road to honour is open to 
all ranks in ſociety, and where the pooreſt man, 
provided he be an induſtrious one, may eat as 
white bread as the ſquire of his village. 


We hear much faid, indeed, about grievances, 
But I believe thoſe who make the greateſt noiſe 
upon this fubjet would, if called upon, be at 
fome Joſs to point them our. Murmurers there 
always will be; and thoſe who are diſcontented 
themſelves, becauſe they have not all they want, 
wiſh to make the body of the people diſcontented 
alſo, that through their means they may attain 
the object they have in view, 


We 


11 

We hear much talk alſo about liberty. It is 
captivating found, and we are apt to be im- 
> upon by it. But the natural man may have 
— of it. If this ſubjet was fairly wried, 
eicher by the laws of God or man, pz 
to think, it would be found that ſuch was not 
from being the caſe with us at preſent. 


proviſions are dear; trade is dead; manu- 
> ans 
our families are maintained ; we cannot be worſe 
off if the French ſhould come. Such is occa- 
fronally the language of fome of our common 
people. I have been grieved to hear it, becauſe 
I am forry to think that there can be any of my 
countrymen fo totally unpoſſeſſed of wiſdom. — 
But I would beg theſe thoughtleſs perſons to 
conſider, that if proviſions are now dear, as they 
unqueſtionably are, will the landing of two hun- 
dred thouſand hungry Frenchmen in this coun- 
ty, who will deſtroy ten times the quantity which 
they devour, make them cheaper? If wade is 
dead, and manufaftures at a ſtand, will the ad- 
OO GS IO 
r 
The dearneſs of provifions, the deadnefs 
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war. Support the character of Engliſhmen, and 
E 2 


deſtroy 
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deſtroy thoſ enemies, who will otherwiſe moit 
aſſuredly deſtroy you, and all the evils, of which 


ones, by fuffering yourſelves to be . perſuaded, 
and thereby be led to complain of grievances 
which you do not feel. You arc perhaps in a low 
condition of life. But do you think you can find 


any coumtry in the. world where all are rich, and 
none poor ? Believe m, if you could, it would 
be but a very uncomſortable country to live in. 
Remember, chat it is God, who has appointed the 
different ranks in ſocicty ; and that the welfare of 
mankind depends 2 the duties of each being 


has cſiabliſhed in the world, is to fight againlt 
God; and the attempt will never fail to be ac- 
ſtruction, of all who are mad enough or weak 
enough to engage in it. 


Iznequality of conditions in fociety there ever 
muſt be, whilſt Gad ſhall think fit to diftribute 
his talents unequally. That democratic inſanity 
therefore, as it has been properly called, which 


would 


which you live ? Where do they conſtitute ſuch 
an important claſs in fociety? Where will you 
find a national proviſion made for them in caſes 
of ſickneſs, and old age, and numerous families, 
at the expence of: millions to the community, 
under the title of the Poor Rate? In conſe- 
quence of which charitable eftabliſhmenc, every 
man may comfort himſelf, that however low he 
may be reduced in life, yet, thank God, in Eng- 
land, he cannot ſtarve. In what other country in 
Europe will you find fo many laudable eſtabliſh- 
ments, for promoting the health of the body, 
and the ſalvation of the foul, as are to be, found 
in this favoured land ? | 


In a word, in what country does the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, which teaches us to bear the bur- 
| dens 


(3) 
coming here upon the charitable buſineſs of re- 
drefling the grievances of, what they are pleaſed 


to call, an injured and enflaved nation ; will they, 
think ve, relieve all the diſtreſ that muſt neceſ- 


farily be entailed upon their reforming proceſs ? 


wiſdom to ſuhject themſelyes to the trial: they 
will not conſequently be impoſed upon by fair 
ſpecches, but will be prepared to give them the 
reception which they deſerve. 

After 
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Engliſhmen, I ſhould hope, I ſcarce need 
'® : 1 7 
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« who bringeth to nought the counſels of the 
| Heathen, and maketh the devices of the people 
of none <ffeft,” to ſtop the progreſs of this Anti- 
Chriſtian plague; and to become thereby, in 
God's hands, the ſaviours of ſuffering humanity, 
But to this purpoſe, the ſpirit of a great nation 
muſt be called forth. Our pious Sovereign is 
prepared to ſhew the example. In imitation of 
good King Hezckiah, he has carried his com- 
plaint into the Temple, and ſpread it before the 


We have heard the threats of a gaſconading 
weighed in the balance and found ſterling. Our 


Let the body of our people but prove true t 
themſelves, and under God we have nothing to 
fear. Our confidence will be our firength; and 
our enemies ſhall fall before us. | 


F To 
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To this end it muſt be remembered, that the 
objeR, the undiverted object, of France is the 
overthrow of England; and that whilſt thoſe 
French principles, which have proved the curſe 
of every country that has been fo mad as to re- 
ceĩve them, remain in force, there can be no peace 
for the world. It muſt be confidered therefore, 
and as Chriſtians it is with grief we ought to 
conſider it, that the enemy coming againſt us, is 
n common enemy, to whom the generolity of a 
victor ſhould be extended ; but an armed ban- 
Atti, wc have burſt aſunder the ſacred bonds 
of religion and humanity, and whoſe obje& it is 
to plunder, murder and deftroy. Reduced to 
fight wich ſuch an enemy, the eye muſt not pity, 
nor the arm ſpare. The coaſt, upon which they 
ſhall dare to land, muſt be their grave. Nor 
muſt any be permitted to return to tell the fatal 
ſtory—* So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord! 
and are confederate againſt Thee. They have 
ſaid, Come and let us cut them off from being a 
nation, that the name of Eyctaxp may be no 
more in remembrance.” * 


O LORD 


(i 3s ) 


o LORD God, Thou God unto whom mercy 
belongeth, who haſt faid by the mouth of thy Pro- 
phet, that © at what inſtant Thou ſhalt ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to 
pluck up, to pull down, and to deſtroy; if that 
from their evil, Thou wilt repent of the evil that 
Thou thoughteſt to do unto them: look down, we 
beſeech Thee, upon a people now humbled before 


prevent us. Help us, O God of our Salvation, 
for the glory of thy name, deliver us and purge 
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although, alas! we are not worthy to be called 
thy people. 


But, Lord, we confider that the ways of man 
are under thy direction, and that human events 
tend but to the accompliſhment of thy Divine 
will, In confidence, therefore, that Thou art 
the God that canſt bring good out of evil, 
we look up to Thee in our preſent diſtreſs. — 
Grant, we beſcech Thee, that the noiſe of war 
founding around us may rouſe a nation now 
ſleeping, as it were, in the arms of luxury, dif- 
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